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In 2008, a marvelous family movie, Marley & Me, was released and offered a heart-warming 
portrayal of a newly married couple that adopts a sweet little puppy. Although much of the film 
stages the mischievous antics of a devoted Labrador named Marley, the touching side of this 
picture is revealed through the growing love that develops between the Grogan family and their 
loving dog. 
 
After watching this classic family film, I couldn’t help but think about a wonderful program that 
occurs weekly at St. Francis de Sales School. Each week, our 2nd graders receive a visit from four 
special friends. Brooklyn, River, Sadie and Gus are part of a unique program called Pets on 
Wheels that brings “mankind’s best friend” to schools. These regular reading sessions create not 
only a bond between our students and their four legged friend, it also creates a comfortable 
setting where developing readers grow in confidence as they read to an attentive and 
unintimidating partner. When a dog is listening, the environment becomes one where any 
performance pressure the student might feel is transformed into eager anticipation to read and 
ultimately evolves into a love for learning.  This distinct reading model provides literacy practice 
while building the child’s vocabulary, increasing their understanding of the material and gaining 
fluency as a reader. And of course, all of this would not happen without the generosity of time 
that the dog owners offer to our young students. To this point, I would like to extend my 
appreciation to Ginny Lawrence and Don Ashe for not only donating their time but also for 
sharing the love of their animals with our 2nd grade students. 
 
With the topic of generosity in mind, this past month saw our 6th grade class lead a school-wide 
project that revolved around our Fruits of the Holy Spirit theme for February. Throughout the 
month, our “Giving with Goodies” project saw our students bring in baked homemade cookies 
that they and their families made for those that are served by the The Joseph House. And each 
week, these batches of cookies were separated by our 6th grade class into individualized baggies 
with the scripture quote for the month affixed to the outside of the container. It read: “You are 
being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to 
God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11). This simple, yet meaningful service project served as a significant 
reminder to our young people that as Christians, we are called to be generous with others and to 
give of ourselves in the ways of time, talent and treasure.  
  
This week we extend our appreciation to the treasured sponsorship that Triglia 
Transportation has provided to St. Francis de Sales School.  
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